
From Fr. Melvin:   

On this Sabbatical journey which I share specially for your reflections and faithful enrichment, we are going to the 

district area well-visited by Italian youth—Trastevere. By its name, it is just across the Tiber River and includes 2 

popular basilicas I will share this month: first, St. Cecilia followed by St. Mary. From the Pontifical North American 

College where I resided, you can cover the walking distance in 45 minutes (senior’s pace!). The Sabbatical schedule 

covered a lot of area in Rome, the Retreat in Assisi, St. Peter’s Basilica, and the catacombs (another feature down the 

road). And still, there were many sites and churches to see not on the schedule that I took up on my own or with a se-

lect group of priests on a weekend or an occasional free afternoon. These 2 basilicas in Trastevere were the ones I vis-

ited and on another occasion with some priests. When I reflect on this district, I think of youthful chatter, fountains 

flowing, activity of walkers along the Tiber, and peace within the inner areas where St. Cecilia Basilica is located. St. 

Cecilia, a Roman noblewoman and martyr, is honored on November 22nd (Sunday in 2020); during Lent, Pope Francis 

takes up a Mass here on the Lenten Stations—Wednesday, 2nd Week of Lent.   

 

Walking up to the basilica, we enter the courtyard where one can 

take a restful moment as noted by those sitting in this photo. Just 

behind them is the restored fountain where in ancient times, the 

faithful could “cleanse themselves” before entering for Mass or 

spiritual activity. Sound familiar today?  Notice the large vase in 

the center of the fountain; it dates back to the early Middle Ages, 

fully intact.  With strong vision, the façade is etched in her name 

just above the columns. At the top are structured flaming torches 

centered by the coat of arms honoring the basilica and a simple 

ornate Cross at the top.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 2nd photo, one cannot help but look up with ascending eyes at 

the image of St. Cecilia in Glory, depicting her receiving the crown of 

martyrdom from our Lord Jesus with our Blessed Mother Mary on the 

right. The presence of God is further above with angelic choirs in the 

midst of the clouds, and a pipe organ just below Mary! Another view 

of the ornate coat of arms outlines the ceiling as noted in other basili-

cas inasmuch we recognize certain popes who had a personal duty to 

restore or add to the rich spiritual treasures of the church. Without go-

ing into detail, the martyrdom of St. Cecilia recalls 2 incidents: the 

bathhouse of her suffocation and a beheading with a sword all within 

her house which lies underneath this basilica. According to ancient 

writings of the 3rd c., she did not die immediately—later, even her 

body was incorrupt.   



In the 3rd photo, we see a grand panoramic view of the nave leading to the Sanctuary; a marble statue 

of her reveals a peaceful death—though distant in the photo, it is under the 4-column arch in the cen-

ter.   

 

A 4th photo reveals a tribute to Clement XI 

(a bust sculptured in the center of photo) 

who had a devotion to her courage. Below, 

a beautiful icon image of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary receives a simple glowing light near 

the surrounding artwork. The left side re-

veals a partial mosaic dating to the 9th c. 

and one notices the common symbol Christ 

relates to us—the Lamb of God who watch-

es over his lambs, his own people. What a 

journey of faith in courage and life.   

 

 

St. Cecilia, pray for us 


